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MESSAGE FROM THE FEDERAL 
MINISTER FOR PLANNING, 
DEVELOPMENT AND SPECIAL 
INITIATIVES

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) though 
ambitious but important agenda that we need 
to achieve by 2030. Pakistan was the first 
country to adopt the SDGs as its own national 
development agenda through a unanimous 
National Assembly Resolution in 2016. The 
country has made considerable progress since 
then by mainstreaming these goals in national 
policies and strategies, provincial growth 
strategies and Pakistan’s long-term development 
perspective. 

Pakistan has instituted monitoring and evaluation 
processes that are critical for supporting 
the SDGs’ implementation, horizontal and 
vertical coordination, and strengthened 
collaborations with development partners, civil 
society organizations, think tanks, academia 
and the private sector. To ensure an enabling 
institutional environment, Parliamentary Task 
forces are operating in national and provincial 
assemblies, closely overseeing progress of the 
SDGs. Furthermore, sub-committee of the 
National Economic Council (NEC) on SDGs 
has been formed and its first meeting was 
held in January this year to strengthen the 
institutional structure for quick and sustainable 
implementation. 

It is a good time to launch first SDGs Status 
Report on the progress of SDGs with their 
baseline values since inception. Data is the key 
for evidence-based policy making. The report 
presents up to date progress of Pakistan on 
SDGs. This report not only captures the existing 
data availability gap by sources of data, but it 
also compares the baseline (2014-15) values of 
133 SDGs indicators with their corresponding 
available values in 2019-20. This report provides 

a much needed and immediate reference point 
and a snapshot to the policy makers and planners 
to track and improve the country’s progress on 
SDGs. This kind of monitoring and tracking is 
important for identifying and prioritising area 
requiring policy support and resource allocation.
Overall, the country’s progress on SDGs is 
modest. The existing challenges include: 
ensuring quality education, skill development 
and job creation. Pakistan’s performance has 
been good in terms of reduction in poverty, 
access to health and internet and reduction in 
disaster losses. 

I am glad to share that Pakistan’s national SDGs 
index has been constructed with the national 
data sources. Pakistan’s Overall progress on the 
national SDGs index score increased from 53.11 
in 2015 to 63.49 in 2020 i.e. 19.5% up from the 
baseline of 2015. 

I congratulate the whole team working at the 
Federal SDGs Support Unit and SDGs Section 
at the Ministry of Planning, Development and 
Special Initiatives for producing this report. 

The Government of Pakistan is committed to 
building an inclusive and prosperous future for 
the people of Pakistan in line with the SDGs 
spirit of "Leaving no one behind." With the 
aim of making Pakistan a welfare state on the 
footprints of ‘Riyast-e-Madina’, our government 
will provide all basic amenities to the most 
vulnerable and marginalised segments of society.

ASAD UMAR
Federal Minister, Ministry of Planning, 

Development and Special Initiatives, Pakistan
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MESSAGE FROM THE DEPUTY 
CHAIRMAN PLANNING COMMISSION
MINISTRY OF PLANNING, 
DEVELOPMENT AND SPECIAL 
INITIATIVES

Pakistan National Development Agenda is fully 
consistent with SDGs which provide a framework 
and milestones to measure progress towards 
the well-being and prosperity of the country. 
The Government of Pakistan has instituted 
monitoring and evaluation processes that are 
critical for supporting the SDGs’ implementation, 
horizontal and vertical coordination, and 
strengthening collaborations with development 
partners, civil society organizations, think tanks, 
academia and the private sector.

The SDGs status report is a crucial document 
that reflects the whole of the government 
approach and strong commitment to harnessing 
all public and private resources to achieve SDGs.

The list of SDGs indicators is finalized after 
negotiations with all stakeholders. Every 
indicator has a different level of disaggregation 
that shows our commitment to “leave 
none behind”. Federal, Provincial and area 
governments ministries/departments are the 
real custodian of these indicators. Survey data, 
as well as administrative data, are being used 
to report on SDGs, which indicate ministries 
and line departments can measure the outputs 
and outcomes of policies and projects that are 
being implemented through their PSDP, ADP or 
otherwise.

The SDGs status report is an important milestone 
achieved by the Government of Pakistan. I would 
like to commend the efforts of the Member 
Social Sector and Devolution, SDGs section and 
Federal SDGs Support Unit to produce the first 
SDGs Status Report of Pakistan.

The number of indicators highlighted in the 
report requires continuous reporting with a 
regular frequency. Equally important is setting 
the targets and regularly monitoring their 
progress.         

MUHAMMAD JEHANZEB KHAN
Deputy Chairman 

Planning Commission, Ministry of Planning, 
Development and Special Initiatives, Pakistan
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MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY 
MINISTRY OF PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT 
AND SPECIAL INITIATIVES

The Ministry of Planning, Development and 
Special Initiatives (MoPD&SI) is the focal 
ministry for SDGs planning, coordination, 
monitoring, and reporting. The SDGs section 
and Federal SDGs Support Unit are diligently 
working together with all federal ministries and 
line departments for the implementation of 
SDGs in Pakistan.

Evidence based policymaking is imperative 
to achieve required results. Currently, we do 
not have substantial data to plan, execute 
and monitor the progress of the development 
projects. Though data collection and reporting 
is not a big challenge, but we also need to learn 
the art of presenting it. 

SDGs status report is indeed a great effort by 
the SDGs section and Federal SDGs unit that 
shows us the baseline and progress of SDGs 
indicators. This report provides a much needed 

and immediate reference point, and a snapshot 
to the policymakers and planners to track and 
improve the country’s progress on SDGs. 

To accelerate the implementation of SDGs, 
it is imperative to use this report and other 
available data in policy and development. SDGs 
indicators along with development outcome 
indicators are useful for the policymakers to set 
the right direction of sustainable development.
We have also developed SDGs tracking system 
for all PSDP programs and soon we will have 
PSDP report based on different SDGs. It is 
noteworthy to share that our development 
framework is following the path of SDGs.

In the end I would acknowledge the efforts of 
Member Social Sector and Devolution, SDGs 
Section and Federal SDGs unit on documenting 
133 headline SDGs National Indicators.  

ABDUL AZIZ UQAILI
Secretary, Ministry of Planning, Development 

and Special Initiatives, Pakistan
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FOREWORD

Pakistan continues to bear its share of 
development challenges, experiencing sectoral 
journeys of addressing those challenges at 
varying levels and speeds, to make the quality of 
lives of its people better, whether it is in health, 
education, economic opportunities or industrial 
proliferation. In this journey of ours, Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) became a universal 
language with which we could communicate 
globally, keep a track of milestones that 
mattered more and had multi-sectoral, multi-
lateral benefits, use evidence to design policies, 
and most importantly, track this progress. 

What you are reading now, is the first 
national status report of Pakistan on SDGs – 
a compendium of our national and provincial 
undertakings, collective knowledge creation, 
purposeful resources’ redirection and unanimous 
political commitment. 

Pakistan SDG Status Report 2021 presents the 
baseline of 133 national headline indicators 
from within the SDG indicators pool. It also 
records the progress for 92 national headline 
indicators. The report has been painstakingly 
compiled and produced at a pivotal time, when 
the country has faced unprecedented human 
and economic toll, and continues an uphill 
struggle to address the inequities in rolling 
out its recovery and rehabilitation efforts pan-
Pakistan. As a result, this report also considers 
the loss of development gains and resulting 
delays in achieving agenda 2030.

It has taken us time to contextualize and 
streamline the national data and statistics’ 
systems, to be able to record this data. We 
hope to publish this report every three years, 
supplemented with release of annual summaries 
on inclusion of new indicators, Public Sector 
Development Programme (PSDP) and Annual 
Development Plan (ADP) expenditures and new 
programs and change in legislations and policies.  

This report is a starting point, highlighting 
pertinent areas that can drive progress across 
Agenda 2030 especially post-pandemic : 
resilience; sustainable and inclusive economies; 
effective institutions; and harnessing data, 
science and technology. It also enables us to 
make effective policy choices of leaving no one 
behind, ensuring that our national efforts align 
with global cooperation and governance. While 
the report does not aim to reflect on sectoral 
priorities, it nevertheless provides a blueprint for 
overall progress of SDGs on available indicators 
in the country, and outlines the challenges to be 
overcome in this decade of action.

The Federal SDGs Support Unit has developed 
an SDGs Index which is based on the target 
value of each indicator by 2030 for better 
national tracking on an annual basis. Overall, 
Pakistan’s SDGs index score has increased from 
53.11 in 2015 to 63.49 in 2020 i.e. 19.5% up from 
the baseline of 2015. This is a composite score. 
There are sectoral achievements at different 
levels. Considerable decline in extreme poverty, 
improvement in access to energy, increased 
industrial activities, reduction in maternal 
mortality, improvement in undernourishment, 
food insecurity, WASH and housing, and finally, 
climate action. 

Notwithstanding that progress, this report also 
identifies areas that need urgent collective 
attention such as education, the children 
out of school, the proportion of youth not in 
education, employment or training, provision of 
decent work employment, implementation of 
climatic adaptation etc. 

In this spirit, I commend this report to a wider 
national and global audience.

DR. SHABNAM SARFRAZ
Member Social Sector and Devolution

Ministry of Planning, Development and Special 
Initiatives, Pakistan
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

This report presents Pakistan’s progress on 
SDGs. Since 2015, the Government of Pakistan 
has not published a consolidated report 
that presents country’s progress on SDGs 
indicators viz-a-viz their baseline values. This 
kind of monitoring and tracking is important for 
identifying and prioritising area requiring policy 
support and resource allocation. The report 
not only captures the existing data availability 
gap by sources of data, but it also compares 
the baseline (2014- 2015), as far as available, 
values of available 133 SDG indicators with 
their corresponding available and latest values 
in 2020-21. This report provides a statistical 
overview of Pakistan’s progress on SDGs and also 
presents the Pakistan’s SDGs index. This report 
does not aim to reflect on sectoral priorities and 
achievements of the government.

Overall, the country’s progress on SDGs is 
modest. The remaining challenges include: 
ensuring quality education, skill development 
and job creation. Pakistan’s performance has 
been good in terms of reduction in poverty and 
disaster losses and access to health and internet.
 
Pakistan’s progress on SDG-1 – poverty 
reduction has been steady. Poverty has been 
on decline between the period of 2014-15 and 
2018-19 with 9.3 million people lifted out of 
poverty from national poverty line. Similarly, 
Pakistan witnessed a significant decline in the 
proportion of population affected by disasters. 
In a drive towards zero hunger as espoused 
by SDG-2, undernourishment declined by 
4.2% from 20.2% to 16% during 2015-2019. Also, 
moderate achievement was made through 
reduction of stunting by 7% and wasting by 
4% during 2013-18 among children under five 
years of age. Improvements are seen in health 
outcomes for mothers by reducing anaemia 
among pregnant women by 16.5% in seven years 
during 2011-18. There was one percent decrease 
in the agricultural area under productive and 

sustainable agriculture, from 39% to 38%, over 
four years during 2015-2019.

Regarding good health and well-being under 
SDG-3, Pakistan has shown reasonable progress 
by improving in most of the basic health 
indicators. The number of mothers dying during 
pregnancy and live births reduced by 32.6% 
during 2007-2019. Births attended by skilled 
health personnel increased by 10% in five years 
during 2013-18. National vaccination coverage 
improved by 11.5% in 5 years between 2013 and 
2018.

Concerning education achievements, the 
country’s progress has been dismal. Primary 
completion rate has stagnated at 67% in five years 
during 2015-20. Similarly, the gender gap of nine 
percent between the primary completion rate 
of males and females has also persisted in this 
period. The lower secondary completion rate 
has marginally increased from 50% to 59% during 
2015-20. National literacy rate stagnated at 60% 
in five years during 2015-20, which is alarming 
and worrying. More girls were enrolled in schools, 
gender parity was improved in net enrolment at 
primary, middle and matric levels during 2015-
19. Large deficiencies and disparities persist in 
the provision of basic services to schools across 
the country. 

Access to clean water and sanitation has 
also shown improvements at the national 
and provincial levels over time under SDG-6. 
Improved source of drinking water is available 
to 94% of the country’s population. Access 
to improved drinking water in Balochistan 
increased by 17% in 5 years during 2015-20. The 
population having access to unshared toilet and 
hand washing facility is 68% and 54% respectively 
as per PSLM 2019-20. 

On SDG-7, Pakistan’s commitment to 
environment is shown by increase in the share 
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of renewable energy by more than four times 
between 2015 to 2019. The reliance on clean fuel 
(cooking) increased to 47% in the period during 
2018-19, from 41.3% in 2014-15 at the national 
level. An increase of 3% was recorded in 2019-
20 with 96% of the population having access to 
electricity as compared to 93% in 2014-15. 

On SDG-8 ensuring decent work and economic 
growth, the economy experienced a slow-
down with an annual growth rate of real GDP 
per capita declined to -3.36% in the fiscal year 
2019-20 from 2.04% in 2014-15. Similarly, almost 
one-third of the total youth (30%) in age group 
(15-24 years) was not in education, employment 
or training at the national level over the four-
year period of 2015-19 (SDGs indicator 8.6.1). 
Within the country, the highest instance of this 
category of youth was in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
38%. The children aged 10-14 years engaged in 
work slightly reduced by over 2% to 6.47% from 
8.64% during 2015-19, at the national level.

Some progress was made on the SDG-9:  
industry, innovation and infrastructure targets. 
With the availability of new data from PSLM on 
9.1.1 indicator the baseline value is established 
with 88% of the rural population living within 
2 km of an all-season road. The proportion of 
small-scale industries in total industry value 
added increased to 10.50% in 2019-20 from 
8.40% in 2014-15, despite the Overall negative 
effects of COVID-19 in 2019-20. Proportion of 
population owning a mobile increased by 1% in 
two years from 45% to 46% in 2018-20. 

A light dent was made by reduction of income 
inequality by 2% in 2016-2019 for SDG-10. A 
slight decline of 7% in the proportion of urban 
population living in slums, informal settlements 
or inadequate housing also occurred during 
2014-2018 from 45% to 38% for SDG-11. Pakistan 
remains committed to address the problem 
of hazardous waste and to the compliance 
of The Basle Convention as required under 
SDG-12 concerning sustainable consumption 
and production. About SDG-13 on climate 

action, minimal contribution to greenhouse gas 
emissions has been made 375.03 million tons in 
2016, 2.5% increase from 2015.

Relating to the SDG-14:  Life below Water, 
Pakistan has maintained the proportion of fish 
stocks at 30% within biologically sustainable 
levels in five years between 2015-20. Despite 
the growing population and rapid urbanisation 
pressures, Pakistan’s forest area as a proportion 
of total land remained unchanged around 5% in 
five years between 2015-2020 which is one of 
the targets of SDG-15: Life on Land. On SDG-16: 
Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions; in terms 
of counting the uncounted, birth registration of 
children under 5 years showed an improvement 
by 8.2% in five years between 2013-18. SDG-17 
is about developing partnerships for achieving 
SDGs. Under SDG 17, showing significant 
improvement in its journey towards digital 
transformation, the fixed internet broadband 
subscriptions per 100 inhabitants increased by 
20% in three years during 2017-20. 

Pakistan SDGs index is constructed with the 
national data sources which were collated 
from authentic and reliable sources. Pakistan’s 
Overall progress on SDGs index score increased 
from 53.11 in 2015 to 63.49 in 2020 i.e. 19.5% up 
from the baseline of 2015. The country made 
significant progress 33.6% from the baseline 
in short-run goals which include Goal-2: Zero 
Hunger, Goal-3: Good Health & Wellbeing, Goal-
4: Quality Education and Goal-16: Peace, Justice 
and Strong Institutions. The performance of two 
short-run goals i.e. Goal-7: Affordable and Clean 
Energy and Goal-8: Decent Work and Economic 
Growth remains unsatisfactory.
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THE CONTEXT: AN OVERVIEW OF SDGs 
DATA ECOSYSTEM IN PAKISTAN 

Since the adoption of the global SDGs 
framework, Pakistan is endeavouring to increase 
its documentation and reporting capacity by 
adding new modules and questions in existing 
surveys and exploring administrative data 
in coordination with federal and provincial 
ministries/line departments. The leading 
statistical organizations including the Pakistan 
Bureau of Statistics (PBS) and provincial Bureaus 
of Statistics (BOS) are in the process of increasing 
their technical and administrative capacity to 
respond to the ambitious reporting requirement 
of SDGs. One of the major decisions of the 
National Economic Council sub-committee on 
SDGs to set the preference of PBS reported 
data on all other sources and all the existing 
and future surveys will be standardized to avoid 
duplication of efforts. 

The quality and reliability of data remains a 
major challenge in developing countries like 
Pakistan. For SDGs, data quality is the key that 
requires strict compliance and adherence to 
standards, definition, coverage and consistency. 
During the data collection and synthesis for this 
report, the design of existing data collection 
techniques was thoroughly reviewed and most 
of the identified gaps were addressed. Efforts 
are underway to minimize errors in data collation 
and compilations and provision of the lowest 
level of disaggregation.  

In 2018, the entire data ecosystem of Pakistan 
was analyzed to as certain the SDGs monitoring 
and reporting capacity. This detailed data 
gap analysis1 served as initial point for  
mainstreaming of the SDGs. The objective of 
this exercise was two-pronged. First, it involved 
conducting a detailed analysis of Pakistan’s 
data ecosystem vis-à-vis reporting needs and 
the second was to create baselines to  be 
used by provincial and federal governments in 

1  https://www.sdgpakistan.pk/uploads/pub/Data_Reporting_  
   Gaps_2018.pdf
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their result-based management endeavours 
for public sector plans. The  report was about 
investigating actions leading to reducing the 
reporting gaps that culminated into detailed 
results and summary sheets, which presented 
the status of data availability; the extent 
and type of efforts needed; responsible lead 
ministries, reporting agencies, UN agencies 
and multilateral organizations other than UN; 
institutional sources of data, and other sources 
of data including survey data.

The Ministry of Planning, Development and 
Special Initiatives (MoPD&SI) is the focal ministry 
for SDGs planning, monitoring and reporting. 
The Federal SDGs Support Unit and SDGs 
section of MoPD&SI are closely working with 
all federal ministries and line departments for 
the coordinated and planned implementation 
of SDGs in Pakistan. SDGs support units have 
also been established in all the provinces and 
area governments. These units are supporting 
operationalization and localization of SDGs at 
the provincial and local levels while the Federal 
SDGs Support Unit provides an inter-ministerial 
and inter-governmental coordination platform 
for effective implementation of the 17 Goals.

The MoPD&SI shared the SDGs indicators 
relating to the identified lead federal ministries 
and departments to receive the baseline of 
2014-15 and targets of 2030 of each indicator. 
The 2014-15 baseline with the tentative 2030 
targets for indicators are already firmed up from 
national surveys (PSLM, LFS, PDHS, HIES). The 
2030 targets will be endorsed by relevant federal 
ministries and provincial line departments.

The current status of data availability to report 
SDGs progress is neither scanty nor sufficient. 
Pakistan can improve its SDGs reporting with the 
help of administrative data and non-published 
data of the ministries/line departments. 
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The Federal SDGs Support Unit has conducted 
a study on classification2 of SDGs indicators 
on OECD methodology at the target level in 
2019. In this classification study, the SDGs 
indicators were classified as an outcome, means 
of implementation, process and institutions 
and the indicators which were non-relevant to 
Pakistan. According to the classification, 66.8% of 
indicators were classified along outcome, 29.5% 
indicators were as means of implementation, 
2.86% indicators were as processes and 
institutions and only 0.84% of indicators were 
classified as not relevant to Pakistan. 

The United Nations Statistical Commission 
(UNSC) and Inter-Agency Expert Group (IAEG) 
in 2019 conducted a comprehensive review of 
the SDGs framework. These working groups in 
March 2020 recommended some changes in 
SDGs global framework. In total, there were 
47 changes were recommended in which the 
official language and scope of 35 indicators 
were changed, 7 new indicators were added 
and 5 indicators were removed from the global 
framework. Now the total number of indicators 
stand at 247.

Considering the ‘Decade of Action 2020-2030’, 
the global SDGs framework was again analyzed 

2  https://www.sdgpakistan.pk/uploads/pub/Classifying_SDGs_12- 
   10-2020.pdf

to finalize the number of reporting indicators. 
The decision of reporting and non-reporting 
was made by using the subjective criteria of 
responsiveness, relevance, monitoring and 
achievability of indicators by federal ministries 
and provincial departments and efforts 
required to conducting/initiate new surveys.  
This selection of indicators is consistent with 
the high priority targets of the National SDGs 
Framework approved by the National Economic 
Council in 2018.

At present, 193 out of 247 indicators have 
been selected for national reporting and 54 
indicators for non-reporting out (Table 1). In 
the decade of action, Pakistan will monitor and 
report a total of 193 indicators. Currently, out 
of these 193 indicators, Pakistan can monitor 
and report 133 indicators (68.91%) from national 
and international sources. 68.91%. From national 
sources, Pakistan can monitor and report 49.2% 
of indicators. The data availability gap exists 
on remaining 60 indicators and is likely to be 
bridged through using the available data from 
other sources including administrative setups,
federal ministries and provincial government 
departments. List of these 60 indicators is 
appended at the end of this report. 

Table 1: Summary of SDGs Indicators (2021)

18
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The SDGs status report is prepared to showcase 
Pakistan’s progress on SDGs along with an 
analysis of the current data ecosystem. An 
extensive exercise was conducted with federal, 
provincial and area governments’ SDGs units by 
taking into consideration relevance, definition, 
data source, coverage, method of computation 
and disaggregation. According to National 
Economic Council sub-committee on SDGs 
decision 2021, PSLM data will take precedence 
to all other data sources for national, provincial 
and area governments. This has been ensured in 
the data collation exercise. The issue of baseline 
2014-15 was amicably resolved as well as 
reporting year of the progress of the indicator. 
It was decided to set a baseline plus minus 2 
years. The consistency is also maintained for the 
data source and reporting year for a particular 
indicator reported by national, provincial and 
area government units.

One of the limitations of the SDGs status report 
is the non-reporting of exhaustive disaggregation 
by region, gender and person with disabilities 
(PWDs). Though the data is available on some 
of the indicators which will be published in 
the respective national, provincial and area 
governments’ reports. This report is the snapshot 
of SDGs implementation in Pakistan that would 
help address diverse questions related to social, 
economic, environmental, governance and 
gender development issues which are an integral 
part of the SDGs framework.
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The proportion of the population living below 
the international poverty line increased by 
0.4% between 2015 and 2018. However, the 
proportion of the population living below the 
national poverty line as measured by SDGs 
indicator 1.2.1 declined. This proportion was 
29.5% in 2013-14, reduced by 7.6% over five years 
to 21.9% in 2018-19. In this way, during the five 
years in 2014-2019, 9.3 million people were lifted 
out of poverty. 

Indicator 1.3.1 is about social protection 
coverage which is reported as 7.8% as proxy 
by PDHS 2017-18 through investigating ever-
married women aged between 15-49 years 
receiving benefits from Benazir Income Support 
Programme.

There is a noticeable improvement in indicator 
1.4.1, the proportion of the population living 
in households with access to basic services. 
Indicators 1.4.1. has major components of 
drinking water, access to sanitation, electricity 
and clean fuel. The provision of improved water 
services increased from 93% to 94% in 2014-15 
and in 2019-20 and sanitation services (flush 
toilet) reached 80% of the households in 2019-
20. Reliance on electricity as a source of fuel 
reduced from 93.5% to 91% from the period 2014-
15 to 2019-20. Large regional disparities persist 
in access to basic services. In Balochistan, only 

41% of the households had access to flush toilets 
as compared to 83% in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
in 2019-20. AK&J households saw a decline in 
access to improved water sources from 65.4% to 
60% between 2014-15 to 2018-19 period. Nearly 
half of the population, 47%, had access to gas to 
use as a cooking fuel in 2018-19, increased from 
41.3% from 2014-15.  

Indicator 1.5.1 is about the number of deaths, 
missing persons and persons affected by 
disasters per 100,000. Pakistan has seen a 
reduced number of deaths (4 times), injured 
persons (10 times) and directly affected persons 
(65 times) due to disasters from 2015 to 2018.

The proportion of government spending on 
essential services (education, health and social 
protection) has been a major long-term poverty 
reduction strategy. Generally, the government 
spending on education, health and social 
protection has stagnated around 24% over the 
last five years between 2014-15 and 2019-20 at 
the national level. Only in the Sindh province, 
there have been a higher increase of 8% in the 
total spending on essential services as compared 
to Punjab, KP and Balochistan where there have 
been marginal or no increase in the spending on 
essential services between 2014-15 and 2019-20. 

Towards Poverty Reduction
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In the SDGs framework, the targets of achieving 
food security and improved nutrition and 
promoting sustainable agriculture focus on 
ending hunger. The country has seen a decrease 
in the prevalence of undernourishment by 4.2% 
in four years during 2015-19, under the SDGs 
indicator 2.1.1. The value of SDGs indicator 
2.1.2, the prevalence of moderate or severe food 
insecurity in the population based on the Food 
Insecurity experience scale (FIES), increased by 
0.46% for one year period from 2018-19 to 2019-
20. According to the latest figures of 2019-20, 
83.56% of people are food secure in Pakistan. 

Households living in different parts of the 
country experienced different levels of food 
insecurity. Food insecurity was as high as 23.36% 
in Balochistan and as low as 14.44% in KP in 
2019-20. 

Regarding the prevalence of stunting, SDGs 
indicator 2.2.1, the prevalence of stunting 
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reduced to 37.6% in 2017-18 from 44.8% in 2012-13 
at the national level. Despite this reduction, the 
situation remained alarming in some provinces 
and regions. Close to half of the children were 
stunted, 47%, in both Gilgit-Baltistan and 
Balochistan as compared to 36.4% in Punjab in 
2017-18. 

The prevalence of malnutrition is monitored 
through indicator 2.2.2 which has decreased 
between 2012-13 and 2017-18. At the national 
level, wasting was 11% in 2012-13 and it was 
reduced to 7.1% in 2017-18. Gilgit-Baltistan 
reported the lowest instance of wasting, 1.1%. 
Among the provinces, the prevalence was the 
highest in Balochistan at 18.3% followed by Sindh 
at 11.7% in 2017-18. 

Pakistan manages to reduce the prevalence 
of anaemia in women aged 15 to 49 years, by 
pregnancy status between 2011 and 2018. 
According to the latest figures (2018), 43% of 
the non-pregnant women were anaemic, aged 
15 to 49, which was 51% in 2011. Despite Overall 
improvement at the national level, the anaemic 
women (non-pregnant) increased in Balochistan 
(from 49% to 61.8%), AJ&K (from 41.3% to 56.4%) 
and Gilgit-Baltistan (from 23.4% to 36.1%).

In 11 years since 2010, 10308 new plant breeds 
have been secured until 2021, SDGs indicator 
2.5.1. Total official flows that is official 
development assistance plus other official flows 
to the agriculture sector were reduced by 8% 
between 2015 (USD 298.33 million) and 2017 
(USD 275.26 million) (SDGs indicator 2.a.2). Food 
inflation increased by 20% between 2014-15 and 
2018-19 (indicator 2.c.1). The Consumer food 
price (CPI) index (Base Year 2007-08) increased 
from 198.16 in 2014-15 to 236.81 in 2018-19. 
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At the national level, 32.6% reduction is observed 
to 186 per 100,000 live births in 2018-19 from 276 in 
2006-07 in the maternal mortality ratio relating to 
the SDGs indicator 3.1.1. The proportion of births 
attended by skilled health personnel improved by 
10% and reached 68% in 2019-20 from 58% in 2014-
15 (SDGs indicator 3.1.2). A slight reduction was 
also recorded in the under-5 mortality rate. The 
under-5 mortality decreased to 62 in 2019-20 from 
66 in 2014-15 at the national level with disparities 
in rural and urban areas. 

SDGs indicator 3.3.2 is about the Tuberculosis 
incidence per 100,000 population. Little progress 
was made towards this indicator at the national 
level as the TB incidence remained high in some 
provinces and regions. TB incidence per 100,000 
population was recorded 265 in 2019 from 270 
in 2015 according to the National TB Control 
Programme Annual Reports. TB incidence 
increased in Sindh, 161 in 2019 as compared to 
145.1 in 2015. Similarly, TB incidence increased in 
Gilgit-Baltistan to 175 in 2019 from 134 in 2015. 
Punjab significantly controlled TB from 186.4 in 
2015 to 69.11 in 2019.

Similarly, the malaria incidence per 1,000 population 
is reported under the SDGs indicator 3.3.3. At the 
national level, the incidence is recorded at 20 per 
1000 with a slightly higher incidence of 23/1000 in 
rural areas as compared to 15/1000 in urban areas 
in 2018-19. Malaria incidence remains highest 
in Balochistan (26/1000) and lowest in Punjab 

(12/1000), in 2018-19.
The family planning SDGs indicator 3.7.1 is the 
proportion of women of reproductive age (aged 15-
49 years) who have their need for family planning 
satisfied with modern methods is showing only a 
marginal improvement at the national level. The 
proportion of women who had their need for 
family planning satisfied with modern methods 
was 47% in 2012-13 and only increased to 49% in 
2017-18. Among provinces, Sindh made significant 
progress where this number doubled to 50.2% in 
2017-18 as compared to 24.5% in 2012-13. 

The proportion of the target population covered 
by all vaccines included in their national 
programme (indicator 3.b.1) shows increase in the 
vaccine coverage by 11.5% reaching 65% in 2017-
18 from 54% in 2012-13. The coverage significantly 
increased in Punjab to 79.9% from 65.5% followed 
by substantial improvement in Sindh from 29.1% 
to 49% and in Balochistan from 16.4% to 28.8% in 
the same period.
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Performance in the education related indicators 
has been stagnating or marginally improving 
in the last five years. The completion rate of 
primary, lower secondary and upper secondary 
education is reported and monitored by SDGs 
indicator 4.1.2. The alarming situation in primary 
completion rate can be seen from the stagnating 
figure of 67% in last five years during 2015-20 at 
the national level. Similarly, the gender gap of 
nine percent between the primary completion 
rate of males and females has also persisted in 
this period. The lower secondary completion 
rate has marginally increased from 50% to 59% 
between 2015-20.

Large regional disparities persist in primary 
completion rates across the provinces. In 
Punjab, Sindh, KP and Balochistan; 67%, 56%, 67% 
and 48% of the children respectively completed 
their primary education in 2019-20. 

SDGs indicator 4.3.1 is about the participation 
rate of youth and adults in formal and non-
formal education and training in the previous 12 
months. Pakistan witnessed some improvement 
in the labour force participation rates from 
28.78% in 2014-15 to 29.48% in 2018-19. 

Concerning SDGs indicator 4.5.1 gender parity 
at different levels of education, the gender gap 
against net enrolment at primary, middle and 
matric reduced at national level between 2014-
15 and 2018-19. Gender Parity Index (GPI) at 
Matric level overweighed in favour of girls. GPI
for Net Enrolment Rate at Matric level (age 
14-15) was 1.18 in urban areas, more girls were 
enrolled than boys (PSLM 2018-19).

SDGs indicator 4.6.1, the national literacy rate 
stagnated at 60% over five years between 2014-
15 and 2019-20. Only one per cent improvement 
was recorded in the literacy rate of the Punjab 
province, which increased from 63% to 64% 
between the same period. Sindh’s literacy rate 
declined by two per cent from 60% to 58% during 
the five years between 2014-15 and 2019-20. 
Despite leaving more than half of the population 
illiterate, Balochistan has been making efforts to 
improve its literacy rate from 44% to 46% during 
this period.

Access to basic services in schools (indicator 
4.a.1.) shows marginal improvement at national, 
provincial and area government levels, 
particularly at the level of primary schools. 
Every four out of ten primary schools remained 
without electricity at the national level 2018-
19. Less than two out of ten Primary schools in 
AJ&K schools had electricity in 2018-19. Half of 
the primary schools in the Sindh province did 
not offer safe drinking water to primary schools 
in 2018-19. 
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The SDGs indicator 5.2.1 is about proportion 
of ever-partnered women and girls aged 15 
years and older subjected to physical, sexual or 
psychological violence by a current or former 
intimate partner in the previous 12 months, by 
the form of violence and by age. It is encouraging 
to note that physical violence reduced by 5.3% 
from 18% to 13.6% at the national level between 
2012-13 and 2017-18. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
and Balochistan had the highest instances of 
physical violence at 31% and reduced over the 
years to 23.4% and 34.6% respectively during 
2013-18. At the national level, on average, rural 
areas reported higher instances of physical 
violence than urban areas.

The proportion of seats held by women in (a) 
national parliaments and (b) local governments 
(indicator 5.5.1) remained unchanged in last 
five years. The proportion of seats held by 
women in national parliament in Pakistan had 
been consistently around 19% of the total seats 
between 2013 to 2018 at the national level.

The proportion of women in managerial positions 
(indicator 5.5.2) has shown improvement 
between 2015 and 2019. The share of women 
in managerial positions increased from 2.7% to 
4.53% at the national level. 

SDGs indicator 5.6.1 is about the proportion of 
women aged 15–49 years who make their own 
informed decisions regarding sexual relations, 
contraceptive use and reproductive health care. 
At the national level, slightly more than half of the 
Pakistani women, 53%, reported to have made 
their own informed decisions regarding sexual 
relations, contraceptive use and reproductive 
health care in 2018-19. 

Nearly half (46%) of the Pakistani population 
owned a mobile phone in 2019-20, 1% increase 
since 2018-19 period. Only 25% of females as 
compared to 65% males owned a mobile phone 
in 2019-20 period. Within provinces and regions, 
the Sindh province has the highest proportion 
of mobile ownership at 49%.  

Moving Towards Gender Equality
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ENSURING ACCESS
TO CLEAN WATER
AND SANITATION 

* The baseline and the latest values show improved source of drinking water
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** The baseline and latest values are not as per definition of safely managed sanitation. The population having access to unshared toilet and hand
washing facility is 68% and 54% respectively (PSLM 2019-20).
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SDGs indicator 6.1.1 is about the proportion of 
the population using safely managed drinking 
water services. The population of the country 
having access to safely managed water source 
was 35% in 2018-19. Pakistan is close to achieving 
universal access to improved drinking water. In 
2019-20, the proportion of the population using 
improved water sources was 94%. Among the 
provinces/regions, the highest proportion of the 
population using improved drinking water was in 
Punjab, 99%, followed by Sindh 94%, Balochistan 
84% and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 83%. Significant 
improvement was seen in Balochistan with 
an increase of 17% in the last five years (from 
2014-15 to 2019-20). Safely managed drinking 
water is the improved water source, free of 
contamination, available inside the premises. 
According to Pakistan Council of Research in 
Water Resources (PCRWR) sources, only 36% 
of population had access to safely managed 
drinking water including 41 percent urban and 
32 percent rural population in 2017.

Similarly, SDGs indicator 6.1.2 is the proportion 
of the population using (a) safely managed 
sanitation services and (b) a hand-washing 
facility with soap and water. Between 2014-
15 and 2019-20, the sanitation services (flush 
facility) increased by 10% at the national level. 
The large disparity in the usage persisted as 
half of the population (56%) of the Balochistan 
province did not have flush facility in 2019-20. 
At the national level, 68% population have toilet 
facility not shared by others. A deterioration 
of 2% has been observed over last year (PSLM 
2019-20). PBS has started to collect data on the 
usage of a hand-washing facility with soap. The 
country has seen an improvement of four per 
cent against this indicator in one year between 
2018-19 (50%) and 2019-20 (54%). 

The degree of integrated water resources 
management in Pakistan (indicator 6.5.1) was 
50 in 2017 that recorded an improvement of six 
points in the value to 56 in 2019.
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Access to electricity is one of the main pillars 
of development strategy of the government 
particularly rural electrification. An increase of 
three percent was recorded in 2019-20 with 96% 
of the population having access to electricity as 
compared to 93% in 2014-15 (indicator 7.1.1 is 
the proportion of the population with access 
to electricity). Except for the Sindh province 
that recoded an increase of almost 6%, all other 
provinces and regions recorded a decrease in 
access to electricity between 2015-15 and 2017-
18. In the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province, the 
access to electricity decreased to 92% in 2018-
19 from 96.2% in 2014-15. 

Primary reliance on clean fuels and technology 
(indicator 7.1.2), Pakistan recorded an 
improvement of 6% between 2015-19. The 
reliance on clean fuel increased to 47% in 2018-
19, from 41.3% in 2014-15 at the national level.

Concerning the indicator 7.2.1 renewable energy 
share in the total final energy consumption 
recorded an increase from 0.77% in 2014-15 to 
3.63% in 2018-19. SDGs Indicator 7.b.1 is about 
installed renewable energy-generating capacity 
in developing countries (in watts per capita). The 
total renewable electricity capacity was 8088.8 
Megawatts in 2015 and this has been increased 
to 12896 Megawatts in 2019.
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The economy experienced a slow-down and 
the annual growth rate of real GDP per capita 
declined to -3.36% in the fiscal year 2019-20 from 
2.04% in 2014-15 (indicator 8.1.1: annual growth 
rate of real GDP per capita). The proportion of 
informal employment in total employment in 
the non-agriculture sector remain unchanged at 
72% between 2014 to 2018 at the national level 
(indicator 8.3.1). 

Indicator 8.5.1 is relating to the average hourly 
earnings of employees, by sex, age, occupation; 
and of persons with disabilities. The average 
hourly earnings at the national level increased to 
PKR 109 from PKR 76 during 2015-19. In the same 
period, urban areas experienced relatively faster 
growth in earnings than rural areas. The average 
urban hourly earnings increased from PKR 83 to 
116, and in rural areas it increased from PKR 67 
to PKR 97 during 2015-19.

The unemployment rate increased by 1% to 6.9% 
in the period 2015-19. Females’ unemployment 
rate was almost double (10%) to their male 
counterparts (5.9%) in 2018-19 (SDGs indicator 
8.5.2). 

It is alarming to note that almost one-third of 
the total youth (30%) in age group (15-24 years) 

was not in education, employment or training 
at the national level over the four-year period 
between 2015-19 (SDGs indicator 8.6.1). Within 
the country, the highest instance of this category 
of youth was in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 38%. 

SDGs indicator 8.7.1 is about the proportion and 
number of children aged 5-17 years engaged in 
child labour by sex and age. The children aged 
10-14 years engaged in work slightly reduced by 
2% to 6.47% from 8.64% in 2015-19, at the national 
level. The highest proportion of children in 
this category was in Punjab at 6.88% while the 
lowest proportion was at 0.4% in AJ&K in 2018-
19. Concerning SDGs indicator 8.8.1 related to 
occupational health and safety, the frequency 
rate of non-fatal injuries slightly reduced from 
0.04 to 0.03 during 2015-19. 

The increased coverage of financial services 
is measured by the number of commercial 
bank branches and automated teller machines 
per 100,000 adults (SDGs indicator 8.10.1a). 
The availability of commercial bank branches 
increased to 12.5 from 10 and the number of 
automated teller machines increased from 5.65 
to 7.57 at the national level during 2015-20.
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PBS included a new module for the data 
collection on the SDGs indicator 9.1.1, the 
proportion of the rural population who live 
within 2 km of an all-season road in its survey 
for 2019-20. Given the wider coverage of road 
network in the country, only 12% of the rural 
population lived outside 2 km of an all-season 
road. 

On SDGs indicator 9.2.1, manufacturing value 
added (MVA) as a proportion of GDP slightly 
reduced to 12.23% from 13.56% between 2015-
20 at the national level. Though MVA declined, 
manufacturing employment as a proportion of 
total employment remain unchanged at 15% 
during 2015-19 (indicator 9.2.2) at the national 
level. This proportion significantly decreased by 
7% in Balochistan from 11% to 4% during 2015-19. 

The proportion of small-scale industries in 
total industry value added increased to 10.50% 
in 2019-20 from 8.40% in 2014-15, despite the 
Overall negative effects of COVID-19 in 2019-20 
(indicator 9.3.1).

Research and development expenditure as a 
proportion of GDP stagnated around 0.24% of 
GDP between 2015-20. Proportion of population 
owning a mobile increased by 1% in two years 
from 45% to 46% between 2018-20 (proxy 
indicator for indicator 9.c.1).
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SDGs indicator 10.2.1, the proportion of people 
living below 50 per cent of median income 
slightly increased from 4.1% to 4.4% during 2015-
2018. Redistributive impact of fiscal policy in the 
country reduced the incidence of inequality, 
though marginally, to 30.3% from 32.6% in three 
years between 2016-19 (indicator 10.4.2). The 
incidence of inequality remained higher in urban 
areas than in rural areas.

As per State Bank of Pakistan quarterly reports, 
capital to risk-weighted assets (all banks) 
slightly improved from 14.1 to 14.7 in 2015-2020. 
In the same period, the capital to assets ratio 
(all banks) deteriorated from 8.3 to 7.3. Liquid 
assets to short-term liabilities ratio (all banks) 

also improved slightly from 101.9 to 106.3 during 
2015-20. These ratios have contributed in the 
calculation of financial soundness (indicator 
10.5.1).

Under SDGs indicator 10.b.1, total resource 
flows for development to Pakistan reduced to 
a larger extent from US$ 3764 million to US$ 
1362 million during 2016-18. Remittance costs 
as a proportion of the amount remitted stood 
at 3.64% in 2018 according to a study by the 
Planning Commission. This relates to the SDGs 
indicator 10.c.1. 
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SDGs indicator 11.1.1 concerns the proportion 
of the urban population living in slums, informal 
settlements or inadequate housing. Pakistan 
reduced this proportion of slum and informal 
population by 7.5% in 2014-18, according to the 
UN-Habitat World Cities Report 2020. 

Pakistan also successfully decreased three 
times of direct economic losses concerning 

global GDP, damage to critical infrastructure 
and number of disruptions to basic services, 
attributed to disasters from US$ 52.1 million to 
US$ 18.1 million during 2016-18, according to 
UNESCAP, under SDGs indicator 11.5.2. 
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Pakistan fully complied with hazardous waste 

and Basel convention in 2015 and 2020. Similarly, 

Pakistan fully complied with hazardous waste and 

Montreal protocol during the same period. Pakistan’s 

progressive performance on indicator 12.4.1 about 

international multilateral environmental agreements 

on hazardous waste and other chemicals that meet 

their commitments and obligations is measured by 

this indicator.

Installed renewable energy-generating capacity in 

developing countries (in watts per capita) is measured 

by SDGs indicator 12.a.1. Pakistan substantially 

increased its total renewable electricity capacity 

by 32% from 8,088 megawatts to 12,896 megawatts 

in four years during 2015-19. Similarly, Pakistan 

increased its solar electricity generation capacity 

five times from 230 megawatts to 1328.9 megawatts 

between 2015-19.

Pakistan decreased fossil-fuel pre-tax subsidies 

(consumption and production) from 1.3 % of GDP to 

1.3% of GDP during 2015-17 (indicator 12.c.1). 

138
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TAKING URGENT 
ACTIONS TO REDUCE 
CLIMATE IMPACT

The country has adopted and implemented 
national Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) strategies 
in line with the Sendai Framework with an index 
score of 0.4 in 2018 while it has been 0.8 in 2020, 
relating to the SDGs indicator 13.1.2. 

Pakistan is committed to climate action by 
sharing nationally determined contributions 
in 2016 as needed under the SDGs indicator 
13.2.1 that requires countries to share nationally 
determined contributions, long-term strategies 
and national adaptation plans.

Pakistan remains at the receiving end and has 
been affected due to extreme climatic events 
with minimal contribution to greenhouse 
gas emissions, 375.03 million tons in 2016. 
Concerning the SDGs indicator 13.2.2, total 
greenhouse gas emissions per year, only 2.5% 
additional greenhouse gas emissions were 
added during 2015-16. 

Taking Actions to Reduce Climate Effects
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SUSTAINING LIFE 
BELOW WATER

Pakistan has maintained the proportion of fish 
stocks at 30% within biologically sustainable 
levels in five years during 2015-20 under SDGs 
14.4.1. Under the SDGs indicator 14.5.1, the 
proportion of marine key biodiversity areas 
covered by protected area status remain 
unchanged in three years in 2015-18 at 14.6%.

The country also remained committed to the 
implementation of international instruments 
to combat illegal, unreported and unregulated 
fishing by scoring three out of five (maximum 
score) in 2018. The share of sustainable fisheries 
as a proportion of GDP has slightly been 
decreased to 0.39% from 0.43% from 2015 to 
2017.

Sustaining Life Below Water
145



Pakistan SDGs Status Report  |  Federal SDGs Support Unit 
146

14
.4

.1
 P

ro
po

rt
io

n 
of

 fi
sh

 s
to

ck
s 

w
it

hi
n 

bi
ol

og
ic

al
ly

 s
us

ta
in

ab
le

 le
ve

ls

D
is

ag
gr

eg
at

io
n

Ba
se

lin
e 

Va
lu

e
Ye

ar
La

te
st

 V
al

ue
Ye

ar
So

ur
ce

N
at

io
na

l
30

%
20

15
30

%
20

20
Fi

sh
er

ie
s 

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
Bo

ar
d/

M
oN

FS
&

R

14
.5

.1
 C

ov
er

ag
e 

of
 p

ro
te

ct
ed

 a
re

as
 in

 r
el

at
io

n 
to

 m
ar

in
e 

ar
ea

s

D
is

ag
gr

eg
at

io
n

Ba
se

lin
e 

Va
lu

e
Ye

ar
La

te
st

 V
al

ue
Ye

ar
So

ur
ce

N
at

io
na

l

Pr
ot

ec
te

d 
ar

ea
s 

in
 r

el
at

io
n 

to
 m

ar
in

e 
ar

ea
 (E

EZ
) (

%
 o

f t
er

ri
to

ri
al

 
w

at
er

)=
N

A 
Pr

ot
ec

te
d 

m
ar

in
e 

ar
ea

 (E
EZ

) (
Km

2)
=N

A 
Pr

op
or

tio
n 

of
 m

ar
in

e 
ke

y 
bi

od
iv

er
si

ty
 a

re
as

 c
ov

er
ed

 b
y 

pr
ot

ec
te

d 
ar

ea
 s

ta
tu

s=
14

.6
%

20
15

Pr
ot

ec
te

d 
ar

ea
s 

in
 r

el
at

io
n 

to
 m

ar
in

e 
ar

ea
 (E

EZ
) (

%
 o

f t
er

ri
to

ri
al

 
w

at
er

)=
0.

3 
Pr

ot
ec

te
d 

m
ar

in
e 

ar
ea

 (E
EZ

) (
Km

2)
=5

70
.4

 
Pr

op
or

tio
n 

of
 m

ar
in

e 
ke

y 
bi

od
iv

er
si

ty
 a

re
as

 c
ov

er
ed

 b
y 

pr
ot

ec
te

d 
ar

ea
 s

ta
tu

s=
14

.6
%

20
18

U
N

ES
CA

P

14
.6

.1
 D

eg
re

e 
of

 im
pl

em
en

ta
ti

on
 o

f i
nt

er
na

ti
on

al
 in

st
ru

m
en

ts
 a

im
in

g 
to

 c
om

ba
t 

ill
eg

al
, u

nr
ep

or
te

d 
an

d 
un

re
gu

la
te

d 
fi

sh
in

g

D
is

ag
gr

eg
at

io
n

Ba
se

lin
e 

Va
lu

e
Ye

ar
La

te
st

 V
al

ue
Ye

ar
So

ur
ce

N
at

io
na

l
N

ot
 A

va
ila

bl
e

N
A

Im
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n 
of

 in
te

rn
at

io
na

l i
ns

tr
um

en
ts

 to
 c

om
ba

t i
lle

ga
l, 

un
re

po
rt

ed
 a

nd
 u

nr
eg

ul
at

ed
 fi

sh
in

g 
(L

ev
el

 o
f i

m
pl

em
en

ta
tio

n 
fr

om
 

1=
lo

w
es

t t
o 

5=
hi

gh
es

t)=
3

20
18

Fi
sh

er
ie

s 
D

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

Bo
ar

d/
M

oN
FS

&
R

14
.7

.1
 S

us
ta

in
ab

le
 fi

sh
er

ie
s 

as
 a

 p
ro

po
rt

io
n 

of
 G

D
P 

in
 s

m
al

l i
sl

an
d 

de
ve

lo
pi

ng
 S

ta
te

s,
 le

as
t 

de
ve

lo
pe

d 
co

un
tr

ie
s 

an
d 

al
l c

ou
nt

ri
es

D
is

ag
gr

eg
at

io
n

Ba
se

lin
e 

Va
lu

e
Ye

ar
La

te
st

 V
al

ue
Ye

ar
So

ur
ce

N
at

io
na

l
0.

43
%

20
15

0.
39

%
20

17
Fi

sh
er

ie
s 

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
Bo

ar
d/

M
oN

FS
&

R

14
.b

.1
 D

eg
re

e 
of

 a
pp

lic
at

io
n 

of
 a

 le
ga

l/
re

gu
la

to
ry

/ p
ol

ic
y/

in
st

it
ut

io
na

l f
ra

m
ew

or
k 

w
hi

ch
 r

ec
og

ni
ze

s 
an

d 
pr

ot
ec

ts
 a

cc
es

s 
ri

gh
ts

 fo
r 

sm
al

l-s
ca

le
 fi

sh
er

ie
s

D
is

ag
gr

eg
at

io
n

Ba
se

lin
e 

Va
lu

e
Ye

ar
La

te
st

 V
al

ue
Ye

ar
So

ur
ce

N
at

io
na

l
N

A
-

2
20

18
Fi

sh
er

ie
s 

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
Bo

ar
d/

M
oN

FS
&

R



Sustaining Life Below Water
147



SUPPORTING 
LIFE ON LAND



Supporting Life on Land
149

SUPPORTING LIFE ON 
LAND



Pakistan SDGs Status Report  |  Federal SDGs Support Unit 
150

Despite the growing population and rapid 
urbanisation pressures, Pakistan’s forest area as 
a proportion of total land remained unchanged 
around 5% in five years during 2015-20. The 
forest area decreased in every province except 
in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan. Forest 
areas increased by 2% between 2015-2019 
reaching 23% in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (SDGs 
indicator 15.1.1). Improving environment, 
proportion of land that is degraded over total 

land substantially reduced from 5% in 2015 to 
0.04% in 2019. 

Official development assistance on conservation 
and sustainable use of biodiversity; the total 
official development assistance for biodiversity 
to Pakistan slightly increased between 2015-
18 from US$ 7 million to US$ 8.6 million (SDGs 
indicator 15.a.1 (a) & (b). 

Pakistan SDGs Status Report  |  Federal SDGs Support Unit 
150



Supporting Life on Land
151

15
.1

.1
 F

or
es

t 
ar

ea
 a

s 
a 

pr
op

or
ti

on
 o

f t
ot

al
 la

nd
 a

re
a

D
is

ag
gr

eg
at

io
n

Ba
se

lin
e 

Va
lu

e
Ye

ar
La

te
st

 V
al

ue
Ye

ar
So

ur
ce

N
at

io
na

l
5.

20
%

20
14

-1
5

5.
01

%
20

19
-2

0
Ec

on
om

ic
 S

ur
ve

y,
 

M
in

is
tr

y 
of

 F
in

an
ce

Pu
nj

ab
 

3.
26

%
20

14
3.

23
%

20
19

Pu
nj

ab
 D

ev
el

op
m

en
t 

St
at

is
tic

s 

Si
nd

h
7.

34
%

20
14

-1
5

7.
34

%
20

17
-1

8
Si

nd
h 

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
St

at
is

tic
s 

Re
po

rt
 

KP
 

21
%

20
14

-1
5

23
%

20
19

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
St

at
is

tic
s 

KP

Ba
lo

ch
is

ta
n

3.
25

%
20

14
-1

5
3.

35
%

20
18

-1
9

Ba
lo

ch
is

ta
n 

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
St

at
is

tic
s

AJ
K

13
%

20
17

13
%

20
19

AJ
&

K 
St

at
is

tic
al

 
Ye

ar
bo

ok
s

G
B 

N
ot

 A
va

ila
bl

e
3.

58
%

20
18

G
B 

Fo
re

st
 D

ep
ar

tm
en

t

15
.3

.1
 P

ro
po

rt
io

n 
of

 la
nd

 t
ha

t 
is

 d
eg

ra
de

d 
ov

er
 t

ot
al

 la
nd

 a
re

a

D
is

ag
gr

eg
at

io
n

Ba
se

lin
e 

Va
lu

e
Ye

ar
La

te
st

 V
al

ue
Ye

ar
So

ur
ce

N
at

io
na

l
5%

20
15

0.
04

%
20

19
M

in
is

tr
y 

of
 N

at
io

na
l 

Fo
od

 S
ec

ur
ity

 &
 

Re
se

ar
ch

15
.6

.1
 N

um
be

r 
of

 c
ou

nt
ri

es
 t

ha
t 

ha
ve

 a
do

pt
ed

 le
gi

sl
at

iv
e,

 a
dm

in
is

tr
at

iv
e 

an
d 

po
lic

y 
fr

am
ew

or
ks

 t
o 

en
su

re
 fa

ir
 a

nd
 e

qu
it

ab
le

 s
ha

ri
ng

 o
f b

en
efi

ts

D
is

ag
gr

eg
at

io
n

Ba
se

lin
e 

Va
lu

e
Ye

ar
La

te
st

 V
al

ue
Ye

ar
So

ur
ce

N
at

io
na

l

Ye
s=

1 
(In

te
rn

at
io

na
l T

re
at

y 
on

 P
la

nt
 G

en
et

ic
 R

es
ou

rc
es

 fo
r 

Fo
od

 a
nd

 
Ag

ri
cu

ltu
re

 (P
G

RF
A)

, c
on

tr
ac

tin
g 

pa
rt

y 
(Y

es
 (1

)/
N

o 
(0

)) 
) 

 Re
po

rt
ed

 n
um

be
r 

of
 S

ta
nd

ar
d 

M
at

er
ia

l T
ra

ns
fe

r 
Ag

re
em

en
ts

 
(S

M
TA

s)
 tr

an
sf

er
ri

ng
 p

la
nt

 g
en

et
ic

 r
es

ou
rc

es
 fo

r 
fo

od
 a

nd
 a

gr
ic

ul
tu

re
 

to
 th

e 
co

un
tr

y 
(N

um
be

r)
=1

63
7

20
15

Ye
s=

1 
(In

te
rn

at
io

na
l T

re
at

y 
on

 P
la

nt
 G

en
et

ic
 R

es
ou

rc
es

 fo
r 

Fo
od

 
an

d 
Ag

ri
cu

ltu
re

 (P
G

RF
A)

, c
on

tr
ac

tin
g 

pa
rt

y 
(Y

es
 (1

)/
N

o 
(0

)) 
) 

 Re
po

rt
ed

 n
um

be
r 

of
 S

ta
nd

ar
d 

M
at

er
ia

l T
ra

ns
fe

r 
Ag

re
em

en
ts

 
(S

M
TA

s)
 tr

an
sf

er
ri

ng
 p

la
nt

 g
en

et
ic

 r
es

ou
rc

es
 fo

r 
fo

od
 a

nd
 

ag
ri

cu
ltu

re
 to

 th
e 

co
un

tr
y 

(N
um

be
r)

=1
82

5

20
20

M
in

is
tr

y 
of

 N
at

io
na

l 
Fo

od
 S

ec
ur

ity
 &

 
Re

se
ar

ch

15
.8

.1
 P

ro
po

rt
io

n 
of

 c
ou

nt
ri

es
 a

do
pt

in
g 

re
le

va
nt

 n
at

io
na

l l
eg

is
la

ti
on

 a
nd

 a
de

qu
at

el
y 

re
so

ur
ci

ng
 t

he
 p

re
ve

nt
io

n 
or

 c
on

tr
ol

 o
f i

nv
as

iv
e 

al
ie

n 
sp

ec
ie

s

D
is

ag
gr

eg
at

io
n

Ba
se

lin
e 

Va
lu

e
Ye

ar
La

te
st

 V
al

ue
Ye

ar
So

ur
ce

N
at

io
na

l
N

ot
 A

va
ila

bl
e

-

 N
o=

0 
(N

at
io

na
l B

io
di

ve
rs

ity
 S

tr
at

eg
y 

an
d 

Ac
tio

n 
Pl

an
 (N

BS
AP

) 
ta

rg
et

s 
al

ig
nm

en
t t

o 
Ai

ch
i B

io
di

ve
rs

ity
 ta

rg
et

 9
 s

et
 o

ut
 in

 th
e 

St
ra

te
gi

c 
Pl

an
 fo

r 
Bi

od
iv

er
si

ty
 (Y

es
 (1

)/
N

o 
(0

)) 
  N

o=
0 

(L
eg

is
la

tio
n,

 R
eg

ul
at

io
n,

 A
ct

 r
el

at
ed

 to
 th

e 
pr

ev
en

tio
n 

of
 

in
tr

od
uc

tio
n 

an
d 

m
an

ag
em

en
t o

f I
nv

as
iv

e 
Al

ie
n 

Sp
ec

ie
s 

(1
=Y

ES
, 

0=
N

O
) (

Ye
s 

(1
)/

N
o 

(0
))

20
16

U
N

ES
CA

P



Pakistan SDGs Status Report  |  Federal SDGs Support Unit 
152

15
.9

.1
 (a

) N
um

be
r 

of
 c

ou
nt

ri
es

 t
ha

t 
ha

ve
 e

st
ab

lis
he

d 
na

ti
on

al
 t

ar
ge

ts
 in

 a
cc

or
da

nc
e 

w
it

h 
or

 s
im

ila
r 

to
 A

ic
hi

 B
io

di
ve

rs
it

y 
Ta

rg
et

 2
 o

f t
he

 S
tr

at
eg

ic
 P

la
n 

fo
r 

Bi
od

iv
er

si
ty

 2
01

1–
20

20
 in

 t
he

ir
 

na
ti

on
al

 b
io

di
ve

rs
it

y 
st

ra
te

gy
 a

nd
 a

ct
io

n 
pl

an
s 

an
d 

th
e 

pr
og

re
ss

 r
ep

or
te

d 
to

w
ar

ds
 t

he
se

 t
ar

ge
ts

; a
nd

 (b
) i

nt
eg

ra
ti

on
 o

f b
io

di
ve

rs
it

y 
in

to
 n

at
io

na
l a

cc
ou

nt
in

g 
an

d 
re

po
rt

in
g 

sy
st

em
s,

 d
efi

ne
d 

as
 

im
pl

em
en

ta
ti

on
 o

f t
he

 S
ys

te
m

 o
f E

nv
ir

on
m

en
ta

l-E
co

no
m

ic
 A

cc
ou

nt
in

g

D
is

ag
gr

eg
at

io
n

Ba
se

lin
e 

Va
lu

e
Ye

ar
La

te
st

 V
al

ue
Ye

ar
So

ur
ce

N
at

io
na

l
N

ot
 A

va
ila

bl
e

-
Ye

s=
1 

(N
at

io
na

l B
io

di
ve

rs
ity

 S
tr

at
eg

y 
an

d 
Ac

tio
n 

Pl
an

s,
 n

at
io

na
l 

ta
rg

et
 r

efl
ec

tin
g 

Ai
ch

i B
io

di
ve

rs
ity

 T
ar

ge
t 2

 e
xi

st
s 

an
d 

pr
og

re
ss

 is
 

on
 tr

ac
k 

to
 a

ch
ie

ve
 it

 (Y
es

 (1
)/

N
o 

(0
))

20
20

U
N

ES
CA

P

15
.a

.1
 (a

) O
ffi

ci
al

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
as

si
st

an
ce

 o
n 

co
ns

er
va

ti
on

 a
nd

 s
us

ta
in

ab
le

 u
se

 o
f b

io
di

ve
rs

it
y;

 a
nd

 (b
) r

ev
en

ue
 g

en
er

at
ed

 a
nd

 fi
na

nc
e 

m
ob

ili
ze

d 
fr

om
 b

io
di

ve
rs

it
y-

re
le

va
nt

 e
co

no
m

ic
 

in
st

ru
m

en
ts

*

D
is

ag
gr

eg
at

io
n

Ba
se

lin
e 

Va
lu

e
Ye

ar
La

te
st

 V
al

ue
Ye

ar
So

ur
ce

N
at

io
na

l
(a

) O
ffi

ci
al

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t a
ss

is
ta

nc
e 

fo
r 

bi
od

iv
er

si
ty

, t
ot

al
, b

y 
re

ci
pi

en
t, 

M
ill

io
n 

U
SD

=7
20

15
(a

) O
ffi

ci
al

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t a
ss

is
ta

nc
e 

fo
r 

bi
od

iv
er

si
ty

, t
ot

al
, b

y 
re

ci
pi

en
t, 

M
ill

io
n 

U
SD

=8
.6

20
18

U
N

ES
CA

P

15
.b

.1
 (a

) O
ffi

ci
al

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t 
as

si
st

an
ce

 o
n 

co
ns

er
va

ti
on

 a
nd

 s
us

ta
in

ab
le

 u
se

 o
f b

io
di

ve
rs

it
y;

 a
nd

 (b
) r

ev
en

ue
 g

en
er

at
ed

 a
nd

 fi
na

nc
e 

m
ob

ili
ze

d 
fr

om
 b

io
di

ve
rs

it
y-

re
le

va
nt

 e
co

no
m

ic
 

in
st

ru
m

en
ts

*

D
is

ag
gr

eg
at

io
n

Ba
se

lin
e 

Va
lu

e
Ye

ar
La

te
st

 V
al

ue
Ye

ar
So

ur
ce

N
at

io
na

l
(a

) O
ffi

ci
al

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t a
ss

is
ta

nc
e 

fo
r 

bi
od

iv
er

si
ty

, t
ot

al
, b

y 
re

ci
pi

en
t 

(M
ill

io
n 

20
18

 U
S 

do
lla

rs
)=

7
20

15
(a

) O
ffi

ci
al

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t a
ss

is
ta

nc
e 

fo
r 

bi
od

iv
er

si
ty

, t
ot

al
, b

y 
re

ci
pi

en
t (

M
ill

io
n 

20
18

 U
S 

do
lla

rs
)=

8.
6

20
18

U
N

ES
CA

P

*T
ho

ug
h 

th
e 

re
po

rt
ed

 v
al

ue
s 

ag
ai

ns
t i

nd
ic

at
or

s 
ar

e 
sa

m
e,

 th
es

e 
in

di
ca

to
rs

 c
or

re
sp

on
d 

to
 tw

o 
di

ff
er

en
t t

ar
ge

ts
. 



Supporting Life on Land
153



BUILDING 
PEACE, JUSTICE 

AND STRONG 
INSTITUTIONS



Towards Building Durable Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions
155

BUILDING PEACE, 
JUSTICE AND STRONG 
INSTITUTIONS



Pakistan SDGs Status Report  |  Federal SDGs Support Unit 
156



Towards Building Durable Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions
157



Pakistan SDGs Status Report  |  Federal SDGs Support Unit 
158

The number of victims of homicide per 100,000 
population, by sex and age reduced by 18% in 
three years between 2015-18. The number of 
homicide victims per 100,000 population stands 
at 3.88 in 2018. The number was 4.75 in 2015.

In Pakistan, women aged 15-49 who experienced 
physical violence was 14.6% in 2017-18, reduced 
by 4.6% in five years between 2013-18 (SDG 
16.1.3).

In Punjab, physical violence reduced from 16.6% 
to 11.4% and in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa from 
32.6% to 24.7% during 2013-18. Unlike other 
provinces, the proportion of physical violence 
slightly increased in Balochistan from 31.4% to 
34% during the same period. The un-sentenced 
detainees as a proportion of the Overall prison 
population was 69.3% in 2015 and slightly 
decreased to 66.1% in 2018 (indicator 16.3.2). 

Satisfaction with public services varies across 
provinces and between urban and rural 
areas, reported under SDGs indicator 16.6.2. 
Satisfaction with basic health unit, family 
planning unit and primary school was the highest 
in Punjab at 72%, 89% and 98% respectively. The 
level of satisfaction for basic health unit, family 
planning unit and primary school was the lowest 
in Balochistan at 40%, 50% and 83% respectively.

Birth registration of children under 5 years 
showed an improvement by 8.2% in five years 
during 2013-18. This proportion of registered 
children was 34% in 2012-13 with a large gap in 
urban (59.35%) and rural (22.8%) areas. Children 
birth registration increased to 42.25% with an 
improvement of 60% in urban and 34% in rural 
areas in 2017-18. The birth registration was 
the highest in Punjab at 57.8% followed by 
Balochistan 37.6%, AJ&K 29%, Sindh 28%, Gilgit-
Baltistan 27.1% and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 18.8% 
in 2017-18 (indicator 16.9.1).
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The total government revenue as a proportion 
of GDP by source has been decreased due to 
shrinking of the economy hit by COVID-19 
coupled with other factors from 2019 to 
2020. However, the government revenue as a 
proportion of GDP increased by 0.8% during 
2015-20. The total revenue as a proportion of 
GDP was 15.1%, tax revenue at 11.4% and non-
tax 3.7% in 2019-20. The proportion of domestic 
budget funded by domestic taxes declined 
by 3% between 2015-20 and stood at 56%. The 
growth of volume of remittances (in United 
States dollars) as a proportion of total GDP 
stagnated around 7% under the SDGs indicator 
17.3.2. 

The debt service as a proportion of exports 
of goods and services increased by more than 
three times in five years from 2015-19. It reached 
46.9% in 2019-20 from 13.3% during 2014-15. 

Showing significant improvement in its journey 
towards digital transformation, the fixed 
internet broadband subscriptions per 100 
inhabitants increased by 20% in three years in 
2017-20. Also, the country progressed on the 
SDGs indicator 17.8.1 and the proportion of 
individuals using the internet increased by 2% in 
one year between 2019-20 from 17% to 19%.
Gilgit-Baltistan, the mountainous region of 
Pakistan recorded the lowest proportion 
of individuals using the internet at 10% in 
the country in 2019-20. Gilgit-Baltistan was 
followed by Balochistan 12%, AJK and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa 14%, Punjab 20% and Sindh 22%. 

With the latest census in 2017, Pakistan stands 
among the proportion of countries that have 
conducted at least one population and housing 
census in the last 10 years, as espoused under 
the SDGs indicator 17.19.2. 

Building Partnerships for Achieving the Goals
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PAKISTAN SDGs INDEX 

The annual publication of Sustainable Development Report is hotly debated among policy circles 
inside and outside Pakistan. Every year Pakistan’s ranking is continuously declining since 2016 except 
in 2021. The report is published by Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN) under the 
supervision of eminent economist Professor Jeffrey D. Sachs.

Table 1 presents Pakistan’s SDGs ranking along with its score of the year. The table shows Pakistan’s 
poor performance in terms of continuous decline in the global ranking. However, Pakistan’s progress 
is modest in terms of SDGs implementation which can be seen from the SDGs score from 2016 to 
2021. The authors of the SDGs Index report acknowledge that the SDGs are part of a dynamic agenda 
including frequent changes in data availability from statistical organizations. Therefore, the basket of 
indicators evolves from one year to another as new evidence becomes available. The methodology 
for certain indicators is also revised based on efforts at the global level to improve the quality of the 
measures to monitor the SDGs. This means that the SDGs Indexes are not directly comparable from 
one year to another.
 
The global SDGs index score is interpreted as the percentage of achievement. Pakistan’s score in 2021 
is 26.2% which is higher than the score of 2016 that means Pakistan SDGs progress is 26.2% higher than 
its baseline year of 2016. The overarching intent of SDGs is to reduce poverty in all its forms. There 
is also a significant decline in the percentage of people living below the poverty line for US$ 1.90 
highlighted by successive SDGs reports from 2016 to 2021. 

Table 1: SDGs Ranking of Pakistan 

S.No. Year Ranking Score

1 2016 115/149 45.7

2 2017 122/157 55.6

3 2018 126/156 54.9

4 2019 130/162 55.6

5 2020 134/166 56.2

6 2021 129/165 57.7

The global SDGs Index despite robust methodology has some issues and limitations with the data 
collected from different sources, choice of indicators (both SDGs and non-SDGs), data errors and 
non-preference of national data sources. 

Pakistan’s SDGs index is developed using the national data sources which are collated from authentic 
and reliable sources. The Pakistan’s SDGs index is designed to track progress at goal and indicator 
levels. SDGs index is a composite measure that serves as a mid-course correction tool to transform 
existing policies and plans to achieve SDGs.
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Table 2: Pakistan SDGs Score

Year Short-run Goals Medium-run Goals Long-run Goals Total Weighted 
Index Score

2015 47.14 54.35 61.69 53.11

2016 50.57 57.46 57.10 54.54

2017 50.68 60.61 58.36 55.99

2018 57.90 62.50 65.67 61.35

2019 60.04 60.79 65.89 61.68

2020 62.96 62.31 66.18 63.49

Growth from 
Baseline 33.6 14.6 7.3 19.5

Table 2 presents Pakistan’s SDGs progress from 2015 to 2020 for short-run, medium-run and long-run 
goals. It is revealed from the table that Pakistan has made significant progress 33.6% from the baseline 
in short-run goals that include Goal-2: Zero Hunger, Goal-3: Good Health & Wellbeing, Goal-4: Quality 
Education and Goal-16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions. The performance of two short-run 
goals i.e. Goal-7: Affordable and Clean Energy and Goal-8: Decent Work and Economic Growth remains 
unsatisfactory.

The overall progress on SDGs is presented by the total weighted index score which has increased from 
53.11 in 2015 to 63.49 in 2020 i.e. 19.5% from the baseline of 2015. The medium-run and long-run goals’ 
progress from the baseline remains 14.6% and 7.3% respectively.

Comparing global and national SDGs indices, Pakistan’s performance is 5.8 points is seen improved in 
national SDGs index in 2020. The goal wise progress of national SDGs index shows that Pakistan is on 
track and is likely to achieve the targets of Goal-1, Goal-2, Goal-3, Goal-12 and Goal-16. All other goals 
to be achieved by 2030 need acceleration and policy support to align targets, budgets, implementation 
plans and regular monitoring.

Pakistan SDGs Status Report  |  Federal SDGs Support Unit 
170



Pakistan SDGs Status Report  |  Federal SDGs Support Unit 
171

TECHNICAL NOTE OF PAKISTAN 
SDGs INDEX

Following assumptions underpin the methodology of the construction of the Pakistan’s SDGs Index 
and selection of indicators along with its relevance and linkages across goals.

Assumptions & Selection of Indictors
SDGs Index for Pakistan was computed from indicators of SDGs framework and the Government of 
Pakistan’s data sources with addition of proxy indicators if data in particular goal was not available. A 
total of 65 SDGs indicators were used to estimate the index in the first phase in which 60 indicators are 
from the SDGs framework while 5 indicators used are proxy indicators. The index is calculated at the 
goal level first and then the aggregated level. We tried to ensure that at the goal level, data on at least 
three indicators is available. For the goals where data was available for more than three indicators, the 
standard method of equal weights aggregation was applied, for other goals. For the weighted national 
SDGs index, the National SDGs Framework is taken as a guiding document in which criteria I, criteria II 
and criteria III goals are aggregated with weights of 50%, 30% and 20% respectively. 

Data Source  
The data source for the construction of the index was national primary and secondary sources. The 
coverage of data and its frequency have also been considered while deciding on a data source. The 
missing data was dealt with the statistical technique of extrapolation and interpolation. To ensure 
statistical significance, the following key points were considered:
a. Statistical adequacy 

b. Timeliness 

c. Data quality 

d. Coverage 

Methodology of Index Estimation  
The SDGs index construction has two distinct stages. At stage 1, the data of each indicator was 
collected from 2000 to 2019. The missing values of the data are filled out by applying extrapolation 
and interpolation techniques. All the indicators with quantitative values are normalized by the 
standardization method and transform values of the indicators in the range of 0 and 100. The following 
equation is used to transform the indicators: 

Indicator score = actual value – minimum value / maximum value – minimum value

If the indicator value is below (above) the lower (upper) bound, the actual indicator value is replaced 
with the lower (upper) bound resulting in an index score of 0 (100). Similarly, if the indicator and 
criteria point in opposite directions, we would use the formula differently. For example, a high maternal 
mortality rate signifies a low (rather than high) level of human assets. In these cases, the following 
alternative formula is used.

I* = (max_value-var)/(max_value-min_value)

All the qualitative indicators are converted into numeric values of 1, 2, 3 and 4 respectively for very 
low, low, medium and high values. After the conversion of these qualitative scores into quantitative 



values, they are also standardized with a min-max approach. At stage 2, the indicators in each goal will 
be aggregated by applying equal weight to each indicator. A total score of the goal determined the 
progression/regression from baseline year. The standardization of the indicators allowed the addition 
of the binary numbers as well as the summation of mean values. Therefore, the mean of each goal was 
calculated and all the mean values subsequently to get the value of SDGs index in that particular year.  
The mean value close to 100 showed high performance while a mean value close to 0 represented low 
level of progress in terms of SDGs. Following simple arithmetic expression was applied to aggregate 
goal-wise index values: 

 
The SDGs Index for Pakistan is based on the methodology developed by Prof. Jeffery Sachs and his 
team in 2016 with small calibration. Though there is some difference in assumptions and choice of 
indicators for Pakistan SDGs Index, the normalization method, weighting and aggregation was done 
following the Prof. Sachs methodology.
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TECHNICAL NOTE OF THIS REPORT

1. In order of priority, data from national, provincial or other official sources was used. Where official 
data source was not available and not reported, other sources of data with due citations such as 
name of publication, year of publication, online reference/weblink and name of publisher  were 
used. Data from international sources was only relied upon/reported if that indicator was not 
computed and reported from national/government sources of data. 

2. Baseline means 2014-15 or nearest (earlier or later) and Latest Value means 2019-20 or nearest earlier.

3. In case no data was available, or provincial or regional reporting was not relevant, NA (not available/
not relevant) is written in its place. 

4. Data reported from two sources is written with slash (/) between the two sources and refers to 
baseline and latest values respectively. 

5. While we endeavoured to match SDGs metadata indicators’ definitions with our sources of data, 
it was not possible in all cases. Variations in definitions continued to persist due to variations in 
socio-economic and geographical conditions of different regions. For correct reporting, we wrote 
down such variations in simple terms keeping in view the interest of an ordinary and intelligent 
reader. We did not report technical differences in each case. Readers are at liberty to consult the 
reported data sources if interested. 

6. We endeavoured to report as much disaggregated data as possible, within the scope of the 
concerned indicator. We endeavoured to report proxy data where no other data sources were 
available. However, we specified what we reported for accuracy.

7. Though every effort was made to report the baseline and latest values from one source. However, 
it was not possible in certain cases. In such cases, the values were reported from various sources. 
This did not allow exact comparison of the two reference values due to variations in sampling 
techniques and objectives of each survey. However, we preferred to have some baseline than no 
baseline at all. Also, we believed that each source relied upon this report for such comparisons is 
representative of its population in its own right.



1.4.2 Proportion of total adult population with secure tenure rights to land,(a) with legally 
recognized documentation, and (b) who perceive their rights to land as secure, by sex and type 
of tenure

1.b.1 Pro-poor public social spending

2.b.1 Agricultural export subsidies

3.5.2 Alcohol per capita consumption (aged 15 years and older) within a calendar year in litres 
of pure alcohol 

4.1.1 Proportion of children and young people: (a) in grades 2/ 3; (b) at the end of primary; and 
(c) at the end of lower secondary achieving at least a minimum proficiency level in (i) reading 
and (ii) mathematics, by sex

4.2.1 Proportion of children aged 24-59 months who are developmentally on track in health, 
learning and psychosocial well-being, by sex

4.7.1 Extent to which (i) global citizenship education and (ii) education for sustainable 
development, including gender equality and human rights, are mainstreamed at all levels in: 
(a) national education policies, (b) curricula, (c) teacher education and (d) student assessment

4.b.1 Volume of official development assistance flows for scholarships by sector and type of 
study

4.c.1 Proportion of teachers with the minimum required qualifications, by education level

5.1.1 Whether or not legal frameworks are in place to promote, enforce and monitor equality 
and non-discrimination on the basis of sex

5.3.1 Proportion of women aged 20-24 years who were married or in a union before age 15 and 
before age 18

5.4.1 Proportion of time spent on unpaid domestic and care work, by sex, age and location

5.6.2 Number of countries with laws and regulations that guarantee full and equal access to 
women and men aged 15 years and older to sexual and reproductive health care, information 
and education

5.a.1 (a) Proportion of total agricultural population with ownership or secure rights over 
agricultural land, by sex; and (b) share of women among owners or rights-bearers of agricultural 
land, by type of tenure

5.a.2 Proportion of countries where the legal framework (including customary law) guarantees 
women’s equal rights to land ownership and/ or control

5.c.1 Proportion of countries with systems to track and make public allocations for gender 
equality and women’s empowerment

6.4.1 Change in water-use efficiency over time 

60 INDICATORS SELECTED FOR 
NATIONAL REPORTING BUT DATA NOT 
AVAILABLE
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6.4.2 Level of water stress: freshwater withdrawal as a proportion of available freshwater 
resources

6.6.1 Change in the extent of water-related ecosystems over time

6.a.1 Amount of water- and sanitation-related official development assistance that is part of a 
government-coordinated spending plan

7.3.1 Energy intensity measured in terms of primary energy and GDP

7.a.1 International financial flows to developing countries in support of clean energy research 
and development and renewable energy production, including in hybrid systems

8.8.2 Level of national compliance with labour rights (freedom of association and collective 
bargaining) based on International Labour Organization (ILO) textual sources and national 
legislation, by sex and migrant status

8.9.1 Tourism direct GDP as a proportion of total GDP and in growth rate 

8.10.2 Proportion of adults (15 years and older) with an account at a bank or other financial 
institution or with a mobile-money-service provider

8.a.1 Aid for Trade commitments and disbursements

8.b.1 Existence of a developed and operationalized national strategy for youth employment, as 
a distinct strategy or as part of a national employment strategy

9.3.2 Proportion of small-scale industries with a loan or line of credit

9.4.1 CO2 emission per unit of value added

9.5.2 Researchers (in full-time equivalent) per million inhabitants

9.a.1 Total official international support (official development assistance plus other official 
flows) to infrastructure

10.7.1 Recruitment cost borne by employee as a proportion of yearly income earned in country 
of destination

10.7.2 Number of countries with migration policies that facilitate orderly, safe, regular and 
responsible migration and mobility of people 

10.7.4 Proportion of the population who are refugees, by country of origin 

10.a.1 Proportion of tariff lines applied to imports from least developed countries and 
developing countries with zero-tariff

11.4.1 Total per capita expenditure on the preservation, protection and conservation of all 
cultural and natural heritage, by source of funding (public, private), type of heritage (cultural, 
natural) and level of government (national, regional, and local/municipal) 

11.6.1 Proportion of urban solid waste regularly collected and with adequate final discharge 
out of total urban solid waste generated, by cities

11.7.1 Average share of the built-up area of cities that is open space for public use for all, by 
sex, age and persons with disabilities

11.7.2 Proportion of persons victim of physical or sexual harassment, by sex, age, disability 
status and place of occurrence, in the previous 12 months



11.a.1 Number of countries that have national urban policies or regional development plans 
that (a) respond to population dynamics; (b) ensure balanced territorial development; and (c) 
increase local fiscal space 

12.1.1 Number of countries developing, adopting or implementing policy instruments aimed at 
supporting the shift to sustainable consumption and production 

12.3.1 (a) Food loss index and (b) food waste index 

12.6.1 Number of companies publishing sustainability reports

12.7.1 Degree of sustainable public procurement policies and action plan implementation

14.2.1 Number of countries using ecosystem-based approaches to managing marine areas

14.a.1 Proportion of total research budget allocated to research in the field of marine technology

14.c.1 Number of countries making progress in ratifying, accepting and implementing through 
legal, policy and institutional frameworks, ocean-related instruments that implement 
international law, as reflected in the United Nations Convention on the  Law of the Sea, for 
the conservation and sustainable use of the oceans and their resources

15.4.2 Mountain Green Cover Index

16.2.3 Proportion of young women and men aged 18-29 years who experienced sexual violence 
by age 18

16.10.1 Number of verified cases of killing, kidnapping, enforced disappearance, arbitrary 
detention and torture of journalists, associated media personnel, trade unionists and human 
rights advocates in the previous 12 months

16.b.1 Proportion of population reporting having personally felt discriminated against or 
harassed in the previous 12 months on the basis of a ground of discrimination prohibited under 
international human rights law

17.3.1 Foreign direct investment (FDI), official development assistance and South-South 
cooperation as a proportion of total domestic budget

17.7.1 Total amount of approved funding for developing countries to promote the development, 
transfer, dissemination and diffusion of environmentally sound technologies

17.13.1 Macroeconomic Dashboard

17.14.1 Number of countries with mechanisms in place to enhance policy coherence of 
sustainable development

17.15.1 Extent of use of country-owned results frameworks and planning tools by providers of 
development cooperation

17.16.1 Number of countries reporting progress in multi-stakeholder development effectiveness 
monitoring frameworks that support the achievement of the sustainable development goals

17.18.1 Statistical capacity indicator for sustainable development goal monitoring  

17.18.2 Number of countries that have national statistical legislation that complies with the 
Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics

17.18.3 Number of countries with a national statistical plan that is fully funded and under 
implementation, by source of funding
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The SDGs can be a powerful development policy tool, most powerful 
when it can allow countries – especially developing countries – to chart 
their own path to sustainable development based on their own realities, 
constraints, and opportunities. Good data and information has to be the 
very first step and the most important step in this journey. The Pakistan 
SDGs Status Report is an empowering policy contribution precisely 
because it paints the picture of our SDG efforts in the colours of data. In 
a concise and clear manner, it presents us with a vivid picture not only 
of the reality of development in Pakistan, but also the opportunity and 
the challenges. At a minimum, it should serve as a useful compendium 
of development statistics for Pakistan. One hopes, however, that it 
will also serve as a navigational device to help policymakers bend the 
development curve upwards.

Dr. Adil Najam
Inaugural Dean, Frederick S. Pardee 
School of Global Studies; Professor 
of International Relations and Earth & 
Environment

I found this statistical compilation quite interesting and impressive 
and would like to congratulate the team for their effort. Globally, the 
pandemic has reversed the progress in the poverty line, health and other 
SDG indicators so a first task should be to seek critical indicators which 
are crucial for policymaking particularly as pandemic persists. 

Dr Shamshad Akhtar
Former Governor, State Bank of Pakistan

The “Pakistan SDGs Status Report” is a remarkable effort that provides 
a comprehensive and accessible overview of Pakistan’s performance and 
progress on key SDG indicators at the national, provincial, and regional 
level. Good data and clear metrics are critical for each country to take 
stock of where it stands, devise pathways for achieving the goals and 
track progress. The COVID-19 pandemic is a setback for sustainable 
development everywhere. Yet, the SDGs should remain the guidepost 
for a sustainable, equitable, and resilient recovery. In this context, the 
work of the Federal SDGs Support Unit of the Government of Pakistan 
on SDG data and statistics will remain crucial in the coming years to 
support evidence-based SDG implementation and policies.

Guillaume Lafortun
Vice President and Head of Paris Office 
Sustainable Development Solutions 
Network (SDSN)


